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escaped into their territory kindly 3 but at the same time they
allowed the revolted negro slaves, when hard pressed, to take
refuge there also. This policy recoiled on its authors, for the
formation of a negro empire in the French part of San Domingo
was speedily followed by the expulsion of the Spaniards from
the island. The intervention of England was purely military,
utterly unnecessary, and resulted in the loss of many valuable
lives. The insurrection of the slaves in 1791 and 1792 had
roused the sympathy of the English planters and officials
throughout the English West Indies. The good services of
Captain Affleck, R.N., in saving the lives of many French
colonists, has been mentioned,1 and the assistance rendered by
the Earl of Effingham, Governor of Jamaica, was acknowledged
by a vote of thanks in the Assembly. After the commence-
ment of the war, however, General Adam Williamson, who
had succeeded Lord Effingham as Governor of Jamaica, repre-
sented to the English Government that the planters of San
Domingo longed for the assistance of England against the
tyranny of the republican commissioners. He was, on these
representations, granted permission, in July, 1793, to accept
the capitulation of any town in the island which solicited his
protection, and was authorized to garrison it with English
troops. The little town of Saint-J^remie was the only one to
apply to him, and on September 20,1793, it was accordingly
occupied by the 13th Regiment and seven companies of the
49th under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Whitelocke.
Anything more absurd hthan the invasion of San Domingo at
this period cannot be imagined; the party of the planters, on
whose royalist sentiments Williamson relied, was practically
extinguished at the time of Galbaud's flight. The republican
commissioners were absolutely supreme, and had at their dis-
posal six thousand French soldiers, some eight or nine thousand
militia, either "mean" whites or mulattoes, well trained to
arms during the recent disturbances, and their revolutionary
army of seven thousand blacks, either free negroes or freed
slaves. Even with this powerful force at their command,
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